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San Francisco / Pacifica

Exemption Area
Federal Register v.57, no. 182, September 18, 1992:

“The boundary excludes a small area of approximately 71 square nautical miles
off the north coast of San Mateo County and the City and County of San
Francisco. The excluded area encompasses the anticipated discharge plume of
the combined sewer overflow component of the City and County of San
Francisco's sewage treatment program, the shipping channel providing access
to and from San Francisco Bay, and the Golden Gate dredged material
disposal site associated with this channel. NOAA has determined that the nature
and level of these activities are not appropriate for inclusion within a national
marine sanctuary. By excluding this small area from the Sanctuary, NOAA will
be able to focus Sanctuary management on the long-term protection of other
areas that contain nationally significant resources and qualities and are less
heavily impacted by human activity. By excluding the anticipated

discharge plume of the combined sewer overflow from the sanctuary, a

buffer zone has been created protecting sanctuary resources and

qualities from the discharge.”




San Francisco / Pacifica
Exemption Area
As part of the JMPR Update:

GFNMS staff may facilitate a public process in the next 5 years to consider
whether the San Francisco Exemption Area (a.k.a. “the donut hole”) should
be included into the MBNMS.

Such an action would require changing the MBNMS regulations and
designation document and require coordination with MBNMS staff, and
approval from the MBNMS Superintendent.

San Mateo County Board of Supervisors, City of Pacifica Mayor
and City Council have supported inclusion of the exemption area




Administrative Process for Incorporating Exclusion Zone

I. GFNMS SAC
received
request to
close the
donut hole
during public
comment

November 2011

I1. GFNMS
SAC requested
presentation
on rationale
for closing
donut hole &
recommended
staff analyze
inclusion of
zone.

February
2012

If decision is to proceed with analysis to incorporate the

exclusion zone then...

II1. GFNMS
staff presents
request to
incorporate
exclusion
zone to the
MBNMS SAC.

IV. GFNMS in
consultation
with MBNMS
reviews
materials &
makes
decision on
whether to
move forward
on inclusion of
zor)\%?il-June
2012

V. Scoping

Publish Federal
Register
Notice,
Sanctuary
Advisory
Council
meetings,
Public
Meetings
June-Aug 2012

VI. Conduct
NEPA Review

GFNMS with
internal tiger
team drafts
Environmental
Impact
Statement.

September
- February
2013

-

VII. Release
Draft EIS for
public
comment

60 day public
comment
period

March- April
2013

' comments and

VIII. Revise
Draft EIS

ONMS receives|
public

revises draft
EIS.

May-
September2013

IX. Final EIS
Released

NOAA issue
record of
decision
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